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Russian Social Democracy, the youngest member in the great family of the international proletariat, is 

dependent on the support of its older brothers and sisters in Western Europe, especially from German 

Social Democracy, both in theory and in the practice of creating important lessons from which to learn. 

Russian Social Democracy is therefore international, not only in its spirit, in its final goal, in its means of 

struggle, but it is, as it were, intertwined with the great international of the revolutionary proletariat. 

Its relationship to German Social Democracy, in particular, is that of the warm, personal relationship of a 

grateful pupil to an old beloved teacher. For this reason, it is not only the great teachers of theory, but 

also the guideposts and banner-bearers of the practical struggles of German Social Democracy that are 

dear household names in Russia; familiar figures among the Russian proletarians. 

Ignaz Auer is among the first ranks of these names. I can say, without any exaggeration, that although 

the great deceased man, in all his modesty, would have hardly suspected it, there is no corner of the 

Russian Empire where his name is not among those of the most beloved fighters of the revolution. 

There was something else that was special about the striking figure of our deceased leader that caught 

the eyes of the Russian fighters and that endeared him to them. Ignaz Auer was and remained a genuine 

son of the people, a simple proletarian in modest clothing who distinguished himself through his brilliant 

talent and who, through the highest idealism and enormous energy, rose to become a great party leader 

and who, even when having reached the highest heights of the party, not only remained in the closest 

contact with the proletarian masses, but was directly a part of them. In the terrible struggles and 

sacrifices during the revolution, the Russian workers’ movement has not yet had the time to raise such 

sons from the midst of the people. But we are all aware that Russia’s liberation will only be possible 

when the proletarian masses will be able to provide not only death-defying, enthusiastic soldiers, but 

also commanders, strategists and leaders with the far-sightedness, depth, certainty, revolutionary 

energy and unbroken courage of Ignaz Auer. Only then will the cause of socialism and revolution in 

Russia be able to withstand every storm like a metallic cliff. That is why today at this grave, hundreds 

and thousands of fighters of the Russian revolution feel the deepest sorrow and the most profound love 

– whether they languish in the casemates [small enclosures in fortresses often used as prisons] of 

Petersburg, the mines of Siberia or in the torture chambers of the Baltic provinces. In all these places, 

they are aware that here a man has died whose life work is a shining example to be emulated: emulating 

and celebrating the example he has set must also be the goal of our life. 


